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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
Please Order From: — 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





The Child’s Daily Missal 


By Dom. Gaspar Lefebvre, 0.8.B. 


Size 34. x 5% inches, % inch thick, 666 pages, 300 illustrations, Special features 

The CHILD’S DAILY MISSAL begins with the morning and night prayers, and 
the preparation for confession; it ends with the various devotions to our Lord, the 
Blessed Virgin and the Saints, Stations of the Cross, Litanies and other prayers. 

In the Ordinary of the Mass every movement of the priest is explained in big 
print with the help of a picture. The Masses for the Dead are explained in English in 
large type. All the votive Masses, Introit, Epistle and Gospel, are in small type. 

For all the other days in the year there are explanations, printed in smaller 
type, of the Introit, Epistle and Gospel. These, with the Common of Saints in 
bigger type, make this Missal really a CHILD'S DAILY MISSAL. 


Description 
No. 20 C M — Black flexible cloth, square corners, white polished edges, gold title $0.70 
21 C M— Black imitation leather, flexible, round corners, red edges, gold title 1.00 
Please Order From: — 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO., 413-417 Sibley St., St. Paul, Minn. 





At the Fountains of Living Waters 


A book designed to help 
those who find it difficult to meditate 
By Rev. Peter Wachter, O.S.B. 
Cloth binding; 122 pages; $1.25 each 
This is not a book of meditations, but a book designed to aid in 
the practice of meditation. Priests, Brothers, Sisters, as well as the 
laity who wish to make use of the salutary practice of meditation 
will find this book helpful. 
Published by Benziger Brothers. Order from: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 




















Exceptional Premiums 


given for NEW subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For 1 NEW Subscription 


TWO of the precious Schey- 
ern Crosses are given only dur- 
ing September for ONE new 
subscription. Many striking fa- 

_ vors have been obtained through 
the devout use of these crosses, 
touched to the relic of the True 
Cross. (Those who make. use 
of the special subscription rate 
of $2.00 for three years and 
those who send renewals are 
entitled to only ONE Scheyern 
cross.) OR: — 


OUR HEAVENLY COM- 
PANIONS — an _ interesting 
booklet devoted to the Holy 
Angels, particularly. the Guard- 
ian Angels. A history, of this 
most efficacious devotion; many 
prayers. 


For 3 NEW Subscriptions 


One hundred of our assorted prayer leaflets — with beautiful and 
efficacious prayers. OR: — 





One hundred of our assorted pictures, with prayers. OR: — 


Handsome black genuine cocoa rosary — 
on a durable silver-plated chain. A gift which 
will delight anyone who is so fortunate as to 
receive it. The rosary will be enriched with 
Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal 
indulgences. OR: — 


With the opening of the school year, we 
have decided to offer again our Child’s Prayer 
Book — Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — 
as a premium for THREE new subscriptions. 
An ideal gift for children just starting to school, 
as well as for those more advanced. It contains 
160 pages with many attractive illustrations; 
bound in durable cloth. Colors: blue or rose. 





(Please mention premium desired.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





September Brings School Days 


This picture of St. Angela and her little charges reminds us of similar scenes 
in hundreds of class rooms of our Catholic schools, where devoted teachers are 
training youthful minds and hearts both in spiritual and secular sciences. Catholic 
parents should be alive not only to their duty of sending their children to Catholic 
schools, but also of co-operating with the teachers. Then the best interests of 
their children will be served, as well as those of the Church and of our country. 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 





Vol. 34 September, 1938 No. 5 





Our Angel Guardian 





| OLY Church has set aside the month of September as 
a time of special veneration of the holy Angels. Dur- 
ing this time, it is appropriate that we consider the 
immense benefit which we have received in the gift of 
a holy Angel Guardian, and form the resolution of 
practicing a constant and grateful devotion to this 
powerful heavenly companion. Our Guardian Angel is 
the personal embodiment of the Providence of God to- 
ward us individually. He is the guardian both of our natural and of our 
supernatural life. To him it belongs, from the moment of our conception 
to our last breath upon earth, to foresee and turn aside the many dangers 
that invisibly beset us on all sides, and which might prevent us from at- 
taining the end of our creation. Theologians tell us that for this purpose 
God communicates to our Guardian Angel a large share of His own 
special love for us, together with a marvelous knowledge of the soul he 
has to guard, and the power to influence it for good, possessed by no 
other spirit; without, however, lessening either our own liberty or our 
responsibility. We shall never know till we are in the land of the spirits, 
how far this action of our Guardian Angel upon us and the external 
world in our behalf has extended itself; or how many times his inter- 
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vention has saved us from material harm, due to the relentless working 
of the laws of nature, so imperfectly known to us, or to the malice of 
the evil spirits. 

This is but one side, the less lofty, of the Guardian Angel’s min- 
istration. He is, moreover, in a certain way, a real partner in the great 
undertaking of our spiritual life. He is linked to his charge, and his 
charge is linked to him in a bond of spiritual relationship in such a 
way that, after the present life, they will stand one toward another in 
heaven and throughout all eternity in a mutual relationship of love 
quite apart. At present, this close and active relationship of ours 
with a particular member of the celestial hierarchy is intended by 
Almighty God to be productive of much good to us: it is for us there- 
fore to be alive to this marvelous supernatural fact; for then we shall 
not fail to turn often to our Guardian Angel, doing him honor, calling 
him frequently to help us, and being careful not to make opposition 
to him through ignorance, stupidity, or tepidity. 

What an entrancing thought this, that one of the princes of heaven 
has charge of me, that he is my own, my very own guardian and 
brother, to whom I am expected to look for help at any time, and who 
forestalls my needs, and employs himself in a thousand ways in my 
service. But that is not all. The very fact of this active relationship 
and ministration of a Guardian Angel to each one of us brings home 
to us in a vivid manner how closely related we are to the whole world 
of glory, to the Church Triumphant. And so it is that in Christ the 
devout Christian finds no difficulty in associating with all the blessed 
Angels, and the dear Saints who are already in heaven, giving them 
the meed of praise and admiration which is their due, asking the help 
of their intercession, and animating himself by their example to a 
more fervent service of God; rejoicing in their triumph, their glory, 
their security, their bliss; in which he sees a sure token of what is 
soon to be his also. 

Holy Guardian Angel, my dear friend and solicitous guide on the 
dangerous way of life, to thee be heartfelt thanks for the numberless 
benefits which have been granted me through thy love and goodness, 
and the powerful help by which thou hast preserved me from so many 
dangers and temptations. I beg of thee, let me further experience thy 
love and care. Avert from me all danger, increase in me horror for 
sin and love for all that is good. Be a counselor and consoler to me 
in all the affairs of my life, and when my life draws to a close, con- 
duct my soul through the valley of death into the kingdom of eternal 
peace, so that in eternity we may together praise God and rejoice in 
His glory. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Novena to the Holy Angels 


(Sept. 23 to Oct. 1) 


MONG the many beautiful and consoling devotions of 
our holy religion, there is perhaps none more deserving 
of our love than devotion to the holy Angels. After 
God and Our Blessed Mother, there is no one more soli- 
citous about our welfare than our own faithful Guardian 
Angel. At every moment, though unseen, he is at our 
side, fulfilling his office of guardian with loving solici- 
tude and unceasing watchfulness. And in a sense, all the holy Angels 
are our guardians, for they are all solicitous for our eternal salvation. 
They employ their powerful intercession in our behalf at the throne of 
God, and obtain for us numberless benefits, of which we are often- 
times not even aware. 

Holy Church honors the holy Angels by a special feast on 
October 2d. Jn preparation for this feast (September 23d to October 
Ist), the Perpetual Adorers at our three Eucharistic Sanctuaries will 
offer a Novena of prayer in behalf of our dear friends and benefactors 
and of all who unite with us in this loving homage to the holy Angels. 
We shall be glad to place upon the Altar of Exposition during -the 
novena, the petitions of those who wish to send them to us. 

Let us show our gratitude to the holy Angels and our confidence 
in their powerful intercession by invoking them with fervent devotion 
during this novena. 





Novena Prayer 


O all ye holy Angels, who contemplate unceasingly the uncreated 
beauty of the Divinity, in company with your ever glorious Queen we 
present and offer to you this novena, not only as a means of obtaining 
favors (here specify your request), but also as a reparation for our 
past ingratitude and that of all men. Deign to accept it, O amiable 
Spirits, in union with the love and devotion of such saints as were 
specially devout to you, and obtain for us the grace to spend this life 
so fervently that it may be the commencement of that angelical life 
which we hope to live forever with you in heaven. 

O God, who with wonderful order hast regulated the functions 
of angels and men, grant that those who always assist before Thy 
throne in heaven may defend our lives here on earth, through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 





For booklet of devotion to the holy Guardian Angels, see outside 
back cover. 
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In the Cross is Salvation 





N the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Septem- 
ber 14), the Church places before us anew the sacred 
Sign of our Redemption as the object of our deepest 
veneration and gratitude. Never would she have us 
lose sight of this holy symbol of Our Savior’s suffer- 
ings and of the painful death He endured in atonement 

“ for our sins. At the same time, ever and again she 
raises aloft this holy standard for the encouragement of her children; 

for, to Christians, and to Catholics particularly, the Cross is also a 
symbol of the sufferings each one of us must bear on our way to 
heaven, and a source of strength to endure our sufferings meritoriously. 

The world’s destinies are inseparably bound up with the Cross. The 

Cross of Christ stands as a signal between the Old Testament and the 
New. It marks the way of all nations and all people, determining 
and sealing their various destinies. And one day it will, as a mighty 
key, close the history of this world and all its inhabitants: “Hoc sig- 
num erit in coelo, cum Dominus ad judicandum venerit — This Sign 
shall be in heaven when the Lord shall come to judgment.” 

The Cross and Christ are inseparably united. As St. Paul said, 
“We preach Christ crucified” (1 Cor. i. 23). With His Cross and on 
His Cross, Christ presents Himself before the soul of every Christian. 
With His Cross and on His Cross He wishes to-rule over us; He wishes 
to be our way, our truth and our life. 

The feast of the Holy Cross is a day on which each one of us 
should ask himself in all earnestness: “What is my relation to the 
Cross? What role does the Cross play in my soul, in my life? Do 
I despise the Cross? Do I flee it? Or do I fully surrender myself 
to the will of God, even though the Cross is painful to me? Has the 
Cross become the object of my spiritual life and striving, the joy, the 
triumph and the sweetness of my soul?” Through baptism, as the 
apostle says, we were buried with Christ. (Coloss. ii. 12.) At the same 
time we were also destined to die on the Cross with Him. The Chris- 
tian is destined for the cross; he cannot escape it. The pious hand 
of our mother placed the first little cross about our neck. Another 
hand will press the cross into our stiffening fingers when our life is 
nearing its close and we anxiously grasp for a pilgrim staff for our 
journey into eternity. ; 

Human nature shrinks from the cross. It is natural for us to 
thrust the cross far from us with both hands. Even the apostles, walk- 
ing in the intimate companionship of the Savior, did not wish to know 
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anything of the cross; they became timid and fearful when the mystery 
of the Cross was unveiled in the life of their Master. And yet, the 
cross seeks us out, pursues us, even though we flee from it. Yes, 
it follows us, even as our shadow. 


Our God-given Cross 
Our cross, our own particular cross, which must torture and 


oppress us, on which we must suffer and die, is ever at hand; it is 
not buried deep in the earth as was the Cross of Christ during the 








Cross-bearing humanity must walk in the footsteps of the Cross-bearing Christ. 


first centuries of Christianity. It is not difficult for us to find our 
cross; it is ever intruding itself in our way. With the rising sun each 
morning, the cross which is to be our portion during the day also 
makes its appearance. And yet, every cross that oppresses and tortures 
us is not our true cross. Beside the true Cross of Christ stood also the 
crosses of the two thieves. These malefactors had prepared their 
own crosses; had imposed them upon themselves by their wickedness 
and their folly. And how many similar crosses do we not lay upon 
ourselves! But the peace and blessing of God rests only upon that 
cross which He Himself lays upon us, the cross which we carry with 
Him and for Him. ‘ 

Whatever our life’s cross may be, we will find its counterpart in 
the Cross of Christ. Is it poverty? Behold the Savior on the Cross, 
naked and poor, stripped of all things. Is it the cross of dependence 
and subjection? Fastened with hands and feet, powerless to make a 
free movement, Jesus hangs upon the Cross. Is it pain, wounds, 
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bitter death which afflict us? Contemplate the wounded, suffering, 
dying Son of God on Golgotha. Are people a cross to us — do they 
slight us, treat us coldly? Behold Jesus, abandoned by all His 
disciples. Are we persecuted, ridiculed, rebuffed by those with whom 
we daily associate? Listen to the ridicule and the scorn of the Jews, 
near the Cross of Christ. Is our cross formed by those who are near 
and dear, who are forsaken and in need, but whom we are powerless 
to help? Behold the Mother beneath the Cross; behold the Son upon 
the Cross. Is our soul perhaps tortured by the cross of aridity, doubt, 
fear and anxiety — that most heavy and painful: of all crosses which 
the human heart is called upon to bear? Listen to the cry of the 
tortured, agonizing Heart of the Savior: “My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” 

Seeing our own cross mirrored in the Cross of Christ, shall we 
not set it up with joy and exultation in our soul, and make it the center 
of our life? We must learn to rejoice in our cross, even as Our 
Savior rejoiced in His; we must celebrate in our heart a feast of the 
exaltation of the cross if we wish to become true followers of Christ. 
And surely this is not so difficult. If we love Jesus, we must also 
love His Cross. Let us strive, then, in the spirit of this holy feast, 
to draw nearer to the holy Cross of Christ by carrying with resignation 
and patience the cross which God has laid upon us. Let us exalt it 
in our heart, love it more than we have ever loved it before, carry 
it with joy, take our delight in it. Then it will surely merit for us 
also a share in the eternal joys which Jesus has merited for us by His 
Cross. May the sentiments of our hearts ever be those of the Introit 
of the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross: “It behooves us to glory 
in the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ, in which is our salvation, our 
life and our resurrection.” 


oer 


Favors Received through the Devout Use 
of the Scheyern Cross 





Marrero, Louisiana — “If any way possible, could you send me 
one of the Scheyern crosses to comfort me in a life heavy with trials 
and griefs? I have one which you sent me and it has caused such 
a marked change in the heart of one near and dear to me that I am 
letting him wear it constantly. It may well be called a conversion.” 

Mrs. J. H. 


Minneapolis, Minn.— “Just a few words to acknowledge the blessing 
which the Scheyern cross has brought to my husband. I have asked your 
prayers so often that he stop drinking. I also asked you to send a Scheyern 
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cross which I have placed on him, and immediately a change came over 
him. Now he comes home every evening right from work, whereas formerly 
he would stop in taverns, spend all his money and not come home until 
very late. I am so thankful to God for this great favor.” Mrs. C.R. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. — “I want to tell you how happy the 
Scheyern cross has made me. My son was so terribly burned, doctors 
gave me no hope of saving his life. For eight weeks he suffered 
terribly. When I received the Scheyern cross I took it to the hospital, 
fastened it on his bed and in a week’s time he commenced to show 
improvement. Now he is on the road to recovery. The doctors 
can hardly believe one who was so terribly burned could recover, also 
leaving hardly any scars.” Mrs. L. R. 


NOTE: These little crosses are being given as premiums for new 
subscriptions to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” For further 
particulars, please refer to first page of this issue. 


operon 


Explanation of Our Cover Design 


great Archangel Michael when he, with flaming sword and 

burning zeal for the honor of God, defeated the proud Lucifer 
and his followers, and cast them into the depths of the abyss. 
Ever since this glorious victory, St. Michael has been honored as the 
Prince of the heavenly hosts. The holy angels obey him as their 
leader and fulfil under his guidance their exalted tasks in the service 
of God and men. Our cover design for this month depicts St. Michael 
with flaming sword and shield, symbols of his victory over the rebel 
angels, who, in their pride, wished to be even like unto the Most High. 
The sword symbolizes his burning zeal for God’s honor, and the 
shield, his humility and fidelity to God. 

As in the Old Law St Michael was known as the Guardian of 
Israel, so in the New Law is he honored as the protector of the Bride 
of Christ upon earth, the holy Catholic Church. Indeed, all the 
triumphs which Holy Church has gained over her enemies are 
ascribed in part to the holy Archangel Michael. This powerful prince 
guards Christians in the true Faith and defends them against the 
wiles of the devil. But it is particularly at the hour of death that 
he proves himself a most gallant warrior and the truest friend of 
souls by aiding them in their last struggles with the spirits of darkness 
and conducting them to the judgment seat of God. 

Let us often recommend ourselves to the glorious Michael, the 
renowned warrior-prince; let us take him as our patron and protector, 
that he may help us to root out from our souls the kingdom of sin 
and establish in its place the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Let us 
beseech him to obtain for us a holy zeal and steadfastness in the 
service of Almighty God, that our souls under his protection may with 
utmost confidence appear one day before our Eternal Judge. (The 
feast of the Dedication of St. Michael is celebrated on September 29.) 


O UIS UT DEUS — Who is like unto God?’’ — was the cry of the 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help 








Tie @ UR Blessed Lady is venerated under many beautiful and 
touching titles. Perhaps one of the best known is that 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Since the discovery of 
the ancient and venerable miraculous image of Mary, 
Mother of Perpetual Help, a veritable stream of graces 
has flowed from the maternal hands of Mary to those 
who invoke her under that title. The miraculous image 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is preserved in the 
Church of St. Alphonse in Rome, and dates back to the thirteenth or 
fourteenth century. The history of this miraculous image will doubt- 
less be of interest to our readers. 

About the middle of the fifteenth century, there lived on the Island 
of Crete a pious merchant who was a fervent client of the Blessed 
Virgin and who was in possession of the miraculous picture. Because 
of the invasion of the Turks, he was forced to flee with other Christians, 
and thus came to Rome. He had scarcely arrived there when he be- 
came seriously ill. Being at the point of death, he gave the picture 
to his friend and host, with the urgent request that it be placed in one 
of the churches of Rome for public veneration. His friend gladly 
promised. The friend’s wife, however, had become deeply attached 
to the picture and would not consent to have it taken to the church. 
Three times the Blessed Virgin appeared to the husband in a dream 
and earnestly admonished him to carry out the promise, for if he 
did not, the punishment of God would strike him. But the wife pre- 
vented it. Then the Blessed Virgin appeared for the last time and 
spoke the final sentence: “I have admonished you three times, and 
three times you have resisted my commands. Now, in order that I 
may leave your house, it will be necessary that you leave it first.” 
And so it happened. The man took sick and died. The punishment 
was indeed severe, but even this chastisement could not break the 
stubbornness of the selfish wife, who still retained the picture. 

Some days later, her little daughter came running home with the 
message: “Mother, Mother, I just spoke to a beautiful lady who said 
to me: ‘Go, tell your mother that Our Lady of Perpetual Help wishes 
to be publicly venerated in a church in Rome.’” This made a deep 
impression on the woman, and she would have carried out the wish 
of the Heavenly Queen at once had not a friend prevented her. Sud- 
denly the latter was seized with violent convulsions. Like one despair- 
ing she asked for the miraculous image, touched it and was restored 
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to health. After so many wonders, the widow could no longer resist, 
“but she did not know to which church of Rome to take the picture. 
Then the Blessed Virgin once more appeared to her daughter and said: 
“I wish to be taken to and venerated between my dear church of St. 
Mary Major and that of my beloved son, St. John Lateran.” Between 
these two churches stood the Church of St. Matthew, which at that time 
was in the keeping of the Augustinian Fathers. On the 27th of March, 
1499, the miraculous image was carried to this church in solemn 
procession and placed on the high altar. From there, during three 
hundred years the Blessed Virgin dis- 
pensed gifts and graces in abundance 
and wrought many miracles until the 
church was destroyed by the Franks in 
the eighteenth century. 

The miraculous picture was saved 
from ruin, but it was forgotten. In the 
year 1855 the Redemptorist Fathers pur- 
chased the Villa Caserta and with it, the 
ruins of the Church of St. Matthew. One 
of the Fathers of the monastery read in 
an old document an account of the 
miraculous image and the many wonders 
which had taken place in the Church of 

The miraculous image of St. Matthew. A search was made for 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. the revered picture and finally it was 
discovered in the monastery chapel of the Augustinians. It was 
clear that the Redemptorists alone were entitled to possession 
of the picture, because their church of St. Alphonse was on 
the spot which the Blessed Virgin had designed for the picture. 
In the year 1865, the Father General of the Redemptorists asked Pope 
Pius IX for possession of the miraculous image. His petition was 
granted. After the picture was restored, it was carried in solemn 
procession to the Church of St. Alphonse, the 26th of April, 1866. The 
Blessed Virgin was not long in showing herself a loving Mother and 
dispensatrix of graces. Miracles upon miracles were wrought. The 
wonderful assistance and the graces which God granted to the pious 
venerators of the miraculous image multiplied to such an extent that 
the Reverend Chapter of St. Peter, with the permission of the Pope, 
declared the image to be one of the most renowned and most worthy of 
veneration of all miraculous pictures. On June 23, 1867, in keeping 
with an ancient custom, the image was crowned with a golden 
crown. 
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Reproductions of the Original Picture 


The veneration of the image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 


reverts back to the person of Mary, whose image it depicts, for the 
veneration of the image signifies nothing else than veneration of the 
Queen of Heaven under the title of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
This miraculous image has in truth become world famous. As it 
became better known, pilgrims flocked to the Church of St. Alphonse 
even from distant lands. However, all who desired to venerate the 
image could not journey to Rome, so that there were numerous requests 
for copies of the picture. Many copies were distributed, and in a 
remarkably short time, they, too, became as so many miraculous 
images; for in every church where the image of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help is exposed and venerated, innumerable answers to prayer are 
received. The many votive offerings placed at the shrines of Our 
Blessed Lady under that title bear witness to the mercy of this good 
Mother, who inclines so graciously to the aid of those who call upon 
her with faith and love. In the year 1891, the twenty-fifth jubilee of 
the restoration of the miraculous picture, 1400 reproductions of the 
famous image were painted on wood and distributed. Many churches 
and even cathedrals have been dedicated to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, and in twenty-five years, five hundred societies in her honor have 
been founded. 


Symbolism of the Miraculous Picture 


It is acknowledged by those who are well versed in ancient 
Christian art that the miraculous picture is of Byzantine origin. The 
Greek characters near the head of the Blessed Virgin: MPOY are 
the first and last letters of the Greek words Mother of God. The 
letters: /C YC near the halo of the Child Jesus mean: Jesus Christ. 
The letters OAM above the angel at the left signify: Archangel 
Michael. The letters OAG above the angel at the right signify: 
Archangel Gabriel. Heaven is symbolized by the background of gold, 
from whence come the messengers of God to show the Child the 
instruments of His future sufferings. The angels veil their hands with 
reverence for they bear the Cross, the nails, the sponge, and the lance. 

The Mother of the Savior, the principal figure in the picture, 
is depicted as suffering inexpressibly with her Child. Her countenance 
is expressive of gentle sadness; her eyes are dilated and seem to be 
filled with tears. She does not turn her sorrowful eyes toward her 
Divine Son, as we might expect, but directs them mercifully to the 
banished children of Eve suffering in this valley of tears. She seems 
more concerned with the needs of us poor sinners than with the 
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sorrows of her Divine Child. By her Fiat at the Annunciation and 
beneath the Cross, she became the co-redemptrix, the mediatrix of 
our salvation—the Mother of Perpetual Help. Her right hand is 
outstretched to Jesus; this in Byzantine art signifies the gesture of 
intercession. It is also worthy of note that the Blessed Virgin holds 
the left hand of the Child Jesus while His right hand remains free. 
The left hand symbolizes the punishing hand of God, while the right 
hand is indicative of the dispensing of healing graces and salvation. 
The union of the hands of the Mother and Child signifies the co- 
operation of both in the great work of Redemption. Thus it seems 
that Jesus places all the graces He effected by His sufferings and 
death into the hands of the “Mediatrix of Graces.” 

The shining star on the head of the Virgin Mary reminds us of 
the beautiful words of St. Thomas Aquinas in the explanation of 
the Angelic Salutation: “As sailors are guided into the harbor by the 
star of the sea, so Christians are guided to heavenly glory through 
Mary.” : ; 

The Divine Infant as depicted on the image seems grievously 
afflicted at beholding the cruel instruments of the Passion. He has 
taken refuge in the arms of His loving Mother, and as He gazes on 
the instruments of torture, He presses closely to her bosom, grasping 
her hand in both His tiny hands as though to implore her help. In 
the rapidity and suddenness of His movements the right foot has 
crossed under the left, and one of His sandals has become unfastened 
and remains suspended by its strap. 


Modeled on Painting by St. Luke 


The prototype of the famous image of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help is undoubtedly a very ancient picture of the Madonna, which 
well founded Oriental tradition ascribes to St. Luke. This image of 
the Madonna was painted by the Evangelist and sent to his friend 
Theophilus at Antioch. It came eventually to be placed in a church 
near the Convent of Hodegen (which means guide), hence the picture 
was called “Hodegetria” which symbolically means “Mary, the guide 
to heaven.” After passing through many vicissitudes, this celebrated 
picture was at length destroyed by the Janizaries in the year 1453. 
However, many reproductions of the original had been made and were 
preserved in various parts of the Orient, some of which are 
still extant. From the marked similarity between that ancient 
painting of the Madonna and Child and the image of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, it is evident that the pious artist of the latter picture 
drew his inspiration from St. Luke’s portrayal. 
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The Strengthening Food of Our Souls 





PIOUS legend relates that when the Holy Family were 
fleeing from Judea into Egypt because of the cruelty of 
Herod, the holy Mother and her Divine Child were 
tortured by a great thirst. Water was very scarce in 
the desert through which they were traveling. One day 
a young girl carrying a vessel of milk on her shoulders 
approached them. Her face was unattractive, but she 
was kindhearted. The Blessed Virgin asked the girl if 
she would give them a drink. With a gracious gesture, the girl put 
down her jug and offered some of the milk to the thirsty travelers. As 

the Blessed Virgin was partaking of the cool drink, the maiden gazed 
in admiration at the lovely Child and timidly asked His Mother to let 
her take Him into her arms for a little while. The Blessed Virgin 
was happy to give Jesus to her, and the girl experienced a strange joy 
as she embraced the Divine Child, reverently pressing her lips to His 
forehead. Then she gave Jesus back to His Mother and continued on 
her way rejoicing. As she traveled on, she at length came to a clear 
spring of water, affording a welcome opportunity to wash some of 
the dust and sweat from her face. As she bent over the little pool, 
she saw the reflection of her face in the water. And lo! her face was 
no longer ugly but beautiful, with a beauty similar to that of the 

lovely Child Jesus. She thought her eyes were deceiving her and did 
not trust the reflection. Carefully she washed her face once more. 
As she looked down into the water again, the same beautiful coun- 
tenance smiled back at her. 

This legend is but a symbol of the wonderful change which Holy 
Communion effects in us; for as the embrace of the Child Jesus 
changed the ugliness of the maiden into beauty, so by an humble and 
intimate union with Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, all the filth of sin 
vanishes from our souls and they become the lovely image of Christ. 
As St. John Chrysostom says: The angels of heaven delight to con- 
template not only Jesus then present in our souls, but also His beauty 
reflected in them. 

St. Francis de Sales makes use of the following beautiful compar- 
ison: “If the most tender fruits, most subject to decay, such as cherries, 
strawberries, apricots, etc., can be preserved by canning them with 
sugar, we need not wonder at all that our souls, weak and exposed 
to the decay of sin though they may be, can be preserved from 
contagion if they are penetrated by the protecting power, the 
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sweet loveliness of the incorruptible Flesh and Blood of Jesus Christ.” 

Every Christian who is concerned about the salvation of his soul 
should cry out with the venerable Thomas a Kempis: “Two things 
are most necessary for me on this earth, without which the misery of 
this life would be unbearable. Of two things I have need in the prison 
of this body, namely light and nourishment. The nourishment is Thy 
Flesh and Blood, O Jesus, which Thou hast given for my sustenance, 
and Thy word, O Lord, is my light.” The following are but a few 





Not to angels, but to men, is given the strengthening Food of Holy Communion. 


instances of the eager desire with which some fervent servants of God 
have longed for this heavenly nourishment: — 

St. Louis, King of France, was at one time the prisoner of the 
Sultan of Soria. The Sultan noticed that the captive king daily re- 
ceived the Sacred Host from the priest who was imprisoned with him, 
and also that he often spent half a day in prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament. The Sultan decided that the Sacred Host must be the one 
treasure which the king valued most highly. He therefore asked that 
the pious Louis give him a consecrated Host as a pledge that he would 
fulfil the conditions of his deliverance. Of course the king could not 
consent to such an arrangement, but the request of the Sultan shows 
us clearly what an impression the frequent and devout Communions 
of St. Louis made on the unbeliever. 

When the same king felt his strength ravaged by a contagious 
disease, he raised his thoughts to God and thanked Him for the favor 
of preparing to deliver him from the prison of his body. His first 
desire was that Holy Viaticum be brought to him, for he said that the 
Heavenly Manna wherewith he had so often and so powerfully 
strengthened himself during his earthly pilgrimage should also en- 
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lighten and strengthen him on his journey to eternity. And how 
touching was the last Communion of the king! When he heard the 
first sound of the little bell announcing to him the coming of the 
Savior, he raised himself up in bed as much as his strength permitted, 
tears of joy ran down his cheeks and the fire of love shone from his 
eyes. He prayed aloud: “Thou, O Lord, hast said that all who are 
weary and heavy-laden should come to Thee and Thou wouldst re- 
fresh them. Often I came to Thee when I was weary and pressed 
‘down by the cares of my royal office, and I always found in the recep- 
tion of Thy most holy Flesh and Blood consolation, refreshment and 
strength. But now, O Lord, since I am no longer able to come to 
Thee, Thou comest to me as my best Physician, my most beneficial 
Medicine and my sweetest Food. O my Savior, how can my weak 
tongue thank Thee sufficiently?” All present shed tears of sorrow at 
the thought of losing their good king; he alone shed tears of heavenly 
joy because he could unite himself most intimately with Jesus. And 
as the priest asked him, according to the custom of that time, whether 
he believed firmly and with a lively faith that this was the true Body 
of Jesus, he answered: “I believe it as firmly as though I saw Him 
present in the form in which He ascended into heaven.” 

St. Mechtilde received Holy Communion almost every day, and 
the sweetest moments for her were those in which she was united to 
her Heavenly Bridegroom. Therefore, she spared no care or hardship 
that she might receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament. She was 
wont to say: “If it were necessary to go through fire and flames in 
order to receive Holy Communion, I should not hesitate a moment 
to do so.” 

No one could have a more ardent longing and craving for earthly 
food than the great St. Teresa had for the Heavenly Food in Holy 
Communion. Although she received often, her hunger was never 
fully satisfied. After one Communion she longed for the next, and 
she could hardly wait for its coming. She confessed that during forty 
years she had never been well or without pain, except during the 
hours after Holy Communion when the interior bliss she experienced 
made her oblivious to the pains of the body. Very touching was her 
last Communion. When Holy Viaticum was brought to her she was 
so powerfully drawn by love for her Divine Bridegroom hidden under 
the form of bread that she raised up in bed without assistance, though 
previously she had been so weak that she could not turn to the side 
without help. It now seemed as though she were going to throw her- 
self on her knees on the floor, so that those attending her had to use 
violence to hold her back. Her countenance was changed; she was 
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beautiful, resplendent with light, and seemed to have grown young 
again. She then folded her hands devoutly, and like the dying swan 
she began her last song in a melodious voice, speaking such loving 
words to her Heavenly Bridegroom that all the Sisters who were 
present were greatly touched. Among other things, she said: “My 
Lord and Bridegroom, finally the hour has come for which my heart 
has longed so ardently! The time has come for us to see each other 
face to face! Blessed be this hour which ends my earthly exile and 
in which my soul soars up to taste Thee forever.” 


ofp 


Remember the Dates — 
October 17-20 


made in the Archdiocese of New Orleans for the Eighth National 

Eucharistic Congress in October. The report of the Eucharistic 
Day functions held in various deaneries outside the City of New 
Orleans reads like the chronicles of the golden ages of faith when 
cities and nations vied with one another in paying public homage to 
God. In the Diocese of Lafayette alone, more than 70,000 persons 
participated in five Eucharistic Day demonstrations. 

In his appeal to the clergy and laity of his Archdiocese to assist 
in the promotion of the Congress, His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Joseph F. Rummel, said in part: — 

“Let us remember that this Eucharistic Congress is for all a 
labor of love and a great opportunity to demonstrate before the 
entire country what Catholic faith and piety can do for the honor 
and glory of Almighty God. The children of darkness are doing much 
to promote irreligion and disregard for Christian morality. Apostles, 
by the legion, of radical doctrines, are expending great energy and 
large sums in the sowing of false teachings. Not only religion and 
the Church, but even the security of our national institutions, are 
assailed and their destruction threatened from many directions. Surely, 
then, it is opportune that we, as the children of light, should make an 
heroic effort to prove to the world that faith in God still lives and 
that myriads of hearts still cling to the sacred truths revealed by 
heaven itself and cherished for generations by our ancestors.” 

The enthusiasm with which both clergy and laity have responded 
to the appeal of their Archbishop has been most gratifying. May 
this enthusiasm be enkindled also in the hearts of Catholics through- 
out the United States, and find expression not only in the spiritual 
and material support of the Congress, but above all in the personal 
participation of hundreds of thousands, who by their living acts of 
faith will prove to the world that Christ in the Eucharist is indeed 
the way, the truth and the life. 


[ ‘nate in preparations, both spiritual and material, are being 
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In the School of Merciful Love* 


Continued 





HE following instructions on purgatory are drawn from 
the writings of a privileged soul to whom Our Savior 
deigned to reveal some of the mysteries of the prison- 
house of pain. Excerpts from these writings have ap- 
peared in “Tabernacle and Purgatory” from time to time. 

“In this wonderful purgatory, where one sees souls 
revealed in their true character, I have learned what is true and false 
piety. I saw many souls there who on earth were very pious; but 

their piety was full of self-will. Here my eyes were opened, that I, 
too, might not be deceived. The self-willed soul wants to be pious 
in her own way, not in God's way. Such piety is complicated, bom- 
bastic and important, and such souls make a great ado about them- 

selves. They live with this single thought: / bring sacrifices, / strive 
for holiness, J] shall make myself holy; while the soul possessing 
humble piety thinks: Thou, O Jesus, must do it; have patience with 
me, I cannot do it. These latter souls live and grow with Jesus as 
their centre; the others with self. They try to make their own holiness, 
while the humble souls have a good will, trust in Jesus, and over and 
over again pray for grace and mercy. 

“There are in purgatory more souls who during life were phar- 
isaical than I had any idea of. If I had not looked into’ purgatory, I 
should have believed the whole world to be good, and should have 
put my faith in all that has the appearance of good. But because my 
heart too easily and readily believes all to be good, our dear Lord 
had to instruct His child in purgatory. He knows how terribly diff- 
cult it is to make me understand this instruction: to believe that there 
are such insincere souls among men. During my life I have thought 
only good of others and it is so hard for me to see that not all is 
good. Apparently, truth is often revealed by untruth. There are 
souls in purgatory who have much to suffer on account of their false 
piety. Often I have to endure their tortures in spirit with them, to 
make atonement for their hard-hearted and ungenerous attitude toward 
others during life. They judged others for every least thing, when 
such souls were more generous toward God than they themselves. 

“True piety excuses the faults of others, considers others as worthy 
examples; for, even-in those who have the most faults, there is some- 
thing good from which we may learn. True piety is such only when 


*Taken from the booklet “Das Geheimnis des Fegfeuers,” pub- 
lished by “Ars Sacra,” Munich. 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 147 


it is united with good common sense. This is an indication that the 
soul is one with Jesus. And even should such a one not be able to 
enumerate many or special good works, if her piety is accompanied by 
good common sense, it can have no injustice or hardness in its make-up. 


Common Sense 

“Common sense makes for justice. Common sense is a wonderful 
gift, for it is a transmission of Divine understanding. Common sense 
is something Divine. Our dear Lord guides His children by common 
sense; by this good sense and understanding, He inspires them with a 
knowledge of what is the proper course to pursue. This good sense 
is the assurance of receiving still more light from the Holy Ghost; 
it is the source of all good works and actions. 

“People who possess true and genuine piety are always very 
reasonable, because they are united with the Holy Ghost. They are 
never unjust, always gentle and mild, always ready to help and, there- 
fore, are frequently enabled by God to understand others. How often 
God aids us by this good common sense, for it is truly in the soul 
the reign of the Holy Spirit. The will of God is made known to us by 
the same means. God has enriched the soul with good sense, by which 
He shows it the right way. Therefore, good sense also implies justice. 
Reasonable souls are never hard on others, they can understand every- 
one, even sinners; they do good to. others everywhere and are always 
practicing virtue. We look upon good sense as something quite 
natural, and yet it is a wonderful institution of God to make sure of 
what is good and what is not. Good common sense makes man humble, 
simple, loving and good. For not prayer alone constitutes true piety, 
but above all, justice and truth. 

The souls with good common sense never expect or wish for 
extraordinary wonders and revelations, but simply act as they have 
been inspired to do after fervent prayer. Such souls are very grateful 
for the guidance of God given in ordinary ways, while the others are 
satisfied only with extraordinary means. Oh, how many virtues are 
enclosed in this one virtue: holy understanding or good common 
sense! I should never have thought that it was such a beautiful gift 
of God if He had not made it known to me. This holy understanding 
is like a powerful spiritual eye— it is a masterpiece of the Divine 
art of God, even as the bodily eye is likewise a masterpiece of God’s 
creative power.” To be continued. 


REMARK — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 
1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Tuirp ARTICLE 


Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 
Concluded 


HE hidden life of Our Savior is a sweet, tranquil time 

of holy obscurity, a life full of mystery and majesty. 
What innumerable heroic acts of piety, humility, pa- 
tience, zeal, and all other virtues must have been prac- 
ticed by the inmates of the holy house at Nazareth 
during those years! The angels who looked on in 
adoring admiration might have reversed the words of 
our prayer, and have besought God that His will might 
be done by them in heaven as it was done by Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
on earth. It is, above all, the obedience of Jesus and His submission 
to His holy parents to which the evangelist calls our attention. Ap- 
parently our Lord wished to give the world in a very special way a 
shining example of that most exalted and necessary virtue, which is 
the foundation of all temporal and eternal happiness. 

Labor, too, formed an important part of the hidden life. Jesus 
toiled with St. Joseph at the carpenter’s trade, and by His labors 
helped to earn the family’s daily bread. It was toil in which His 
sacred hands became hard and rough, and his face tanned by the sun; 
toil which caused the sweat to break out upon His Divine forehead, 
and His breast to heave with exertion. Yet with what care, zeal and 
love did not Jesus perform even the lowliest tasks, for in them all He 
recognized the will of God, the “business” of His Heavenly Father. 
At the same time He placed the seal of His Divine approval upon labor, 
and raised it to an incomparable dignity. 

Although Jesus was apparently inactive during these years as 
far as His work as Redeemer was concerned, His hidden life was 
nevertheless a fitting preparation for His public ministry and a nec- 
essary part of the great work of Redemption. He had come to do 
and to teach, and therefore, before proclaiming His Divine doctrine, 
He gave us in His own life a living model of His teaching. In His 
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hidden life He practiced in their perfection all those virtues which 
later He was to demand of His followers. By His sublime example 
He wished to teach His followers that the life of a true Christian con- 
sists in prayer and in the fulfillment of their religious duties toward 
God, in obedience to superiors, who are God’s representatives, in work 
sanctified by a holy intention, and in the practice of Divine and 
fraternal charity. 
Preparation for His Public Life 

Quickly the happy years at Nazareth sped by, and Jesus at length 
entered upon His thirtieth year. The time for commencing His active 
life, the time for promulgating His heavenly laws and doctrine, had 
now arrived. With loving affection He took leave of His Blessed 
Mother and of the little home with its many tender associations.” Pre- 
sumably, St. Joseph, His devoted foster father, had already been called 
from this life, and slept with his forefathers, awaiting that day, now 
so near at hand, when the Redeemer should liberate them from limbo 
and lead them into paradise. "Though Mary’s heart must have been 
wrung with sorrow at this parting, she unselfishly gave up her dearly- 
loved Son for the accomplishment of His mission of Redemption. 

The first public act of Jesus was an act of unfathomable humility, 
self-abasement and penance. Upon leaving Nazareth, He first directed 
His steps toward the Jordan, where John was preaching and baptizing, 
and requested His holy Precursor to baptize Him. We may picture 
to ourselves the joy of St. John upon recognizing Jesus, and his hu- 
mility and confusion when Jesus asked to be baptized by him. “I 
ought to be baptized by Thee,” he protested, ‘and comest Thou to 
me?” And Jesus answered: “Suffer it to be so now. For so it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all justice’ (Matt. iii. 14, 15). Then the Baptist 
yielded, and as, with trembling hand, he poured the water upon the 
sacred head of the Savior, his own soul must have been baptized with 
a flood of heavenly graces. 

Jesus wished, by His baptism, to ratify the mission of His Pre- 
cursor and to typify Christian baptism in Himself, and so to encourage 
all men to its reception by His example. When our Savior came out 
of the water, a new testimony of His Divinity was given, the most 
solemn and glorious revelation which had hitherto been made. For, 
as the evangelist tells us, the heavens were opened, the Holy Ghost 
descended upon Him in the shape of a dove, and a voice was heard, 
saying: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 
iii. 17). These heavenly signs, solemnly declaring Jesus to be the 
true Son of God, were the Divine authorization of Jesus for His public 
ministry as Prophet, Priest and King, and the official inauguration 
of His ministry. 

Before entering upon His public ministry, our Blessed Lord, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, retired into the desert and spent 
forty days in spiritual exercises, in prayer, fasting and other auster- 
ities. The Holy Ghost, by His visible descent and His inauguration of 
our Savior in His office as a public teacher, assumed the guidance of 
the God-man, so to speak. And Jesus, overflowing with the joy and 
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consolation of the Holy Ghost, readily allowed Himself to be led, for 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit was to be His support in the life 
upon which He was about to enter. 

At the close of His stay in the desert, which lasted forty days, 
Jesus permitted Satan to tempt Him three times. The first tempta- 
tion was to gluttony, the second to vainglory and presumption, and 
the third to ambition. By these temptations, Jesus wished to share 
in all the trials and humiliations of our human life, and at the same 
time to teach us by His example how to act in the manifold temptations 
which daily surround us. He wished also, as the second Adam, to 
make atonement for the fall of the first Adam in yielding to the 
temptation of Satan, and for the falls of all men who succumb to the 
snares of this wily tempter. After Jesus had repulsed the tempter, 
angels came to minister to Him, and to rejoice in His glorious victory. 
The defeat of Satan had now begun, the defeat accomplished by the 
lowliness and weakness of Christ. 


The “Lamb of God” 


Upon leaving the desert, Jesus again went to the place where 
John was baptizing, to be further revealed by him to the people. And 
when John saw Jesus approaching, he said to those around him: “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, behold Him who taketh away the sins of the 
world. This is He, of whom I said: After me there cometh a Man, 
who is preferred before me: because He was before me” (John i. 
29, 30). John then gave public testimony to Jesus as the Son of God, 
as the Messiah who was sent from heaven to redeem the world. Thus, 
by the dispositions of Divine Providence, an official announcement of 
the arrival of the Messiah was given to the Jews. However, the 
priests and levites manifested their incredulity and their opposition 
even from the beginning, by failing to make inquiry concerning this 
wonderful Person or troubling themselves about Him. In their blind 
pride, the Jews did not consider themselves to be in need of redemp- 
tion, and expected merely outward deliverance from the oppression 
of foreign rule. 

John the Baptist not only bore testimony to Christ and pointed 
Him out, but led his disciples to Him, thus supplying the material 
for the foundation of the Church, and forming the link between the 
Old Covenant and the New. Having fulfilled his mission, he now re- 
tired into the background. From thenceforth the Savior Himself was 
to show His people the way to heaven. In the course of time, John 
was privileged to suffer persecution and imprisonment for the Savior’s 
sake, and finally a glorious martyrdom. 


Public Life of Christ 
The Savior now began to appear publicly, and to gather. disciples 
about Him, to whom He imparted His doctrine in a moré particular 
manner. He chose a group of twelve select disciples whom He called 


Apostles, or messengers, and whom He made His constant life-com- 
panions. These were to be the faithful guardians of His doctrine, 
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the pillars of His newly founded kingdom, the authorized expounders 
of His word and of His will. To confound the pride of man and the 
false maxims of this world, Our Lord manifested in a remarkable 
manner His humility and contempt for worldly wisdom in the choice 
of His Apostles. When about to choose those whose mission was to 
teach and convert the whole world, He did not go to the centres of 
power and learning; He did not select the powerful, the rich, the 
learned, the eloquent, and the wise. Had He done so, the world 
would have ascribed the wonderful propagation of His Gospel and the 
conversion of nations to the talents of His disciples. But that all 
might see and understand that the work belonged to God alone and 
was done by God alone, Jesus selected the weakest instruments on 
earth, poor illiterate fishermen, without power, learning or eloquence. 

The names of these Apostles were as follows: Simon, who was 
called Peter and who was made the prince of the Apostles, and Andrew, 
his brother; James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his brother; Philip 
and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew, James, the son of Alpheus, 
Thaddeus, Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
Him. (Matt. xi 2-4.) For three years these men were the constant 
witnesses of Christ’s teachings and His actions. He carefully instructed 
them, empowered them to work miracles, and sent them out even 
during His lifetime to preach the Gospel. 

During the three years of His public life, Christ taught all that 
men must believe, hope and do in order to be saved. He made known 
to mankind the infinite love of His Father in sending His only- 
begotten Son into the world as the foundation of their hope, and 
taught that through penance and faith in Him, and through the grace 
of the Holy Ghost, their sins would be blotted out and they would 
become children of God; that no one who did penance and was con- 
verted would be excluded from the mercy of God. He founded His 
teaching upon the law of love, giving as His first commandment: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, and with 
thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind; and as the second:Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Matt. xxii. 37.) Jesus communi- 
cated most of His doctrines in the form of sermons or parables. 


Proofs of Christ’s Divine Mission 


This was truly a Divine and heavenly doctrine, a doctrine brought 
from heaven and revealed by God. And Christ proved the Divinity 
of His teaching by the holiness of His life, His miracles and His 
prophecies. His innumerable miracles gave testimony that God was 
in Him, that He was God, and that He was sent by God to converse 
with men. ~ 

Jesus Himself cited His miracles as evidences of His Divine 
mission. When the disciples of John the Baptist came to Him and 
asked if He were the Promised One, He replied: “Go and relate to 
John what you have heard and seen. The blind see, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise again, the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them” (Matt. ii. 3-5). Jesus wrought 
these miracles everywhere —in houses, in the streets and highways, 
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in the towns and villages of Judea, in presence of numberless witnesses, 
a large part of whom were obstinately bent on discrediting and 
denying them. And the manner in which He wrought them was not 
that in which the saints have wrought wonders, but as God Himself. 
The power which He wielded over nature was not limited to certain 
times, places or circumstances, nor was it a passing power, lent Him 
from heaven for a space of time. His power was His own, absolute 
and permanent. He exercised it in His own name, not in that of 
another. He used no influence outside of Himself. In His own 
power, that of the God-man, He ruled over life and death, He com- 
manded the earth and the sea, the winds and the waves, and they 
obeyed Him. He had only to will a thing, to speak a word, and nature 
obeyed. 

Because our Savior worked miracles principally for the purpose 
of inducing the people to believe in Him, He demanded faith above 
all from those who asked miracles of Him. And His miracles were not 
without the desired’ result; for all those whose hearts were not 
hardened were greatly affected by them, and the people cried out: 
“A great Prophet has risen among us, and God hath visited His people’”’ 
(Luke vii. 16). Further, Nicodemus, who came to Him by night for 
instruction, testified: “Rabbi, we know that Thou art come a teacher 
from God; for no man can do these signs which Thou dost, unless 
God be with him” (John iii. 2). 

Even the sworn enemies of Christ could not deny the miraculous 
character of His works, although they examined them minutely in 
order to detect a failure in them. But in their blind fury they 
attributed them to the power of the devil, and thus tried to discredit 
the Savior among the people. Enraged at the large following which 
Jesus had gained, they resolved to do violence to Him. ‘“‘What do 
we,”’ they said, “for this Man doth many miracles? If we let Him 
alone so, all will believe in Him; and the Romans will come and take 
away our place and nation” (John xi. 47, 48). “From that day, 
therefore, they devised to put Him to death” (Ibid. 53). 

The Divinity of Christ’s doctrine was proved also by His proph- 
ecies, which were closely associated with His miracles. By them He 
foretold accurately future events which could be known only to God, 
such as His betrayal by Judas, His denial by Peter, the manner of 
His death, His resurrection, the descent of the Holy Ghost, the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the eternal duration of His Church. 
The exact fulfillment of these and many other prophecies proves clearly 
that Jesus was not merely a God-enlightened teacher, but that He was 
God Himself, as He so frequently declared. And just as His miracles 
were a manifestation of His Divine omnipotence, so His prophecies 
were a manifestation of His Divine omniscience. : 

By His own testimony, also, and the testimony of His Apostles 
Jesus proclaimed Himself to be the Son of God and His mission a 
Divine mission. Innumerable texts might be cited from the Gospels 
on this point, but the following will suffice as examples: “I and the 
Father are one” (John x. 30). “God so loved the world as to give 
His only-begotten Son’ (John iii. 16). “From God I proceeded and 
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came; for I came not of Myself, but He sent Me” (John viii. 42). 
When Peter said to Jesus, “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living 
God!” (Matt. xvi. 16), and Thomas said to Him: “My Lord and My 
God!” (John xx. 28), our Savior confirmed the faith and the declara- 
tion of both Apostles. This testimony He finally sealed with His death, 
for when He solemnly affirmed before His unjust judges that He was 
Christ, the Son of God, they declared Him guilty of blasphemy and 
upon this ground condemned Him to death. 

During His public life, Jesus traversed all of Judea, Samaria 
and Galilee, seizing. every opportunity to announce the doctrine of 
salvation. He taught in the synagogues and in the Temple, in open 
plains, from mountain tops, and from the boats of His disciples. 
Thousands of people followed Him, and sometimes remained with 
Him for days at a time, as we learn from the Gospel story of the 
miraculous multiplication of the loaves and fishes. Jesus taught 
with supreme authority, and claimed the sovereignty of the King of 
kings. He frequently affirmed that He had come into the world to 
establish a kingdom, of which He Himself was the sovereign Head. 
His kingdom, however, was “not of this world,” was not made up 
of lands and earthly possessions; His sovereignty was to extend over 
a spiritual realm, over the hearts and minds of men. 

The public life of our Lord was a constant practice of humility 
and a continual exercise of sacrifice. To realize this, we need but 
think of the rigid poverty He practiced, of His manifold exertions 
and hardships, of the lack of appreciation on the part of the people, 
of the persecutions and slanders directed against Him, of the many 
misunderstandings even on the part of His disciples, and of the lack 
of faith and the rank ingratitude of His hearers. But in spite of 
all this, the Heart of the loving Savior harbored no bitterness because 
of the ill requital of His goodness, nor despair because of constant 
failure, nor aloofness because of offenses committed against Him, but 
only an intense sympathy for this ignorant people, who were to be 


excused because they knew not what they did. 
Explanation of Fourth Article to follow. 
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scribers who send us Mass stipends, by placing their 

Intentions Intentions promptly and conscientiously in the hands 

of needy prelates and priests, who are most grateful 

for this means of support. Our Mass Intention register and the acknowledg- 

ments we demand give guaranty that these Intentions are all conscientiously 
persolved. 

We regret that we cannot accede to the wishes of all our dear friends who 
desire to have Holy Masses offered before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in our Adoration Chapels at Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, Illinois and Tucson, 
Arizona. We can, however, always accept High Masses to be said in any of 
these chapels, provided we are given some liberty in setting the date. 


| Mass } We are glad to accommodate our esteemed sub- 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 


(Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B.) 
Continued 





HROUGHOUT her life, Sister Mary Fortunata was a 
diligent worker, despite the state of ill health which 
was her lot for many years. Never was she seen to 
be idle, though she never appeared hasty or bustling 
in her attitude. Her demeanor was ever tranquil and 
composed, as of one whose soul reposed in God. And 
not only was she careful not to waste a moment of 
precious time herself, but she also exhorted her companion Sisters 
to practice a similar fidelity. “Let us not lose any time,” she 
would gently admonish; “don’t you know that time is worth 
as much as God is worth, for in one minute one can either gain or 
lose God. And besides, we must render an account to God for every 
minute.” A Sister who was closely associated with her for many years 
bore witness that she never saw her standing about idle or engaging 
in an unnecessary conversation. As soon as she had completed a 
task, she would hasten to take up another, or would withdraw to her 
cell. The same Sister relates that some months before Sister Mary 
Fortunata’s death she found the servant of God busily engaged in 
spinning, as usual. “Sister Fortunata,” she said to her, “take it a 
little easier and do not tire yourself so.” Smilingly, Sister Mary 
Fortunata answered: “In heaven, yes, there I shall rest; but no — even 
in heaven I should not wish to rest altogether, for love urges me to 
do good.” 

Our good Sister dearly loved solitude and recollection, and was 
most conscientious in observing the monastic rule of silence. The 
Lady Abbess Candida Bisleti, who lived in the same convent with 
Sister Mary Fortunata for fifty years, and who for many years was 
her superior, declared that she could not recall a single instance of 
this Sister’s having broken the rule of silence. After she had grown 
old and her eye-sight had become impaired, the good Sister would 
often go to the children in the juvenate and ask them to thread her 
needle for her. But they could never induce her to speak an un- 
necessary word. “Our tongue is consecrated to the good God,” she 
would say, thus forestalling all needless conversation. 

Sister Mary Fortunata’s most striking characteristics were her 
deep humility and her childlike simplicity. It seemed as if Divine 
Providence had purposely provided her with several companions of 
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harsh and trying dispositions, to give her ample opportunity to practice 
these virtues and to bring them to highest perfection. “How good 
God is!” she would often murmur to herself, when she had received 
a rebuff or suffered a humiliation. If anyone treated her unkindly or 
unjustly, she always found motives for excusing the offender, and at 
the first opportunity would repay with an act of kindness the injustice 
done to her. 

Closely linked to her beautiful spirit of humility was the virtue 
of gratitude. For even the slightest favor she would offer the most 
heartfelt thanks, and would prove the sincerity of her gratitude by 
offering to do something in return. “Now I will pray three Our 
Fathers for you right away to the Blessed Trinity, in thanksgiving.” 
“God reward you a thousand times; now I will pray the Rosary for 
you.” These and similar expressions attested the warmth and sincerity 
of her appreciation, and, together with the light of joy in her eyes, 
revealed the heart of a truly humble handmaid of the Lord who sought 
only God’s glory and received everything as a precious gift of God. 

Another virtue which Sister Mary Fortunata practiced in a marked 
degree was patience. This virtue is often severely tried by sickness 
and suffering, especially when the ailment is of long duration; and 
the trial is often enhanced by the fact that those with whom one lives 
become so accustomed ‘to this chronic state of infirmity that they grow 
forgetful of it and even indifferent. To this kind of suffering the 
servant of God was also subjected. As previously mentioned, she 
was in poor health during the greater part of her life. But her humble 
self-forgetfulness and her untiring industry caused many of her Sisters 
to forget about her ailments, and even to doubt whether they really 
existed. Even the infirmarian sometimes treated her harshly, and acted 
as if she did not believe her to be feeling ill. Naturally this was pain- 
ful to the Sister’s sensitive nature, but she bore it meekly and en- 
couraged herself with the thought that sufferings are only of brief 
duration and will be followed by an eternity of happiness. “All for 
the love of God,” she would say. To be continued. 


Favor Obtained 


Redwood City, Cal., 7-4-38: “After reading about Sister Mary 
Fortunata, I promised a Mass if she would obtain my husband’s pension 
for him. For eight months he had been fighting for it, paying out 
all our money and borrowing funds besides, to no avail. The very day 
I prayed to her, my husband’s case was suddenly brought up, unknown 
to us. He was granted his full pension and also reimbursed for one 
month’s salary. All praise to God and thanks to Sister Fortunata.”’ 


Mrs, J.F.W. 
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Led by an Angel 


Before his consecration as first Bishop of Davenport, Iowa, the Rt. Rev. 
John McMullen was pastor of a large parish in Chicago. It was while he 
occupied this post that the following remarkable incident occurred: — , 


{NE cold winter’s night, Father McMullen was still at 
work in his study, though the hour was after midnight. 
Suddenly the silence of the house was broken by 
an insistent ringing of the door bell. As the rest of 
the household had retired, the good pastor himself 
went to the door. He found there a young man whose 
appearance and speech betokened a gentleman. 
“Father,” said the latter, “would you be good 
enough to come to attend a young woman who is dying? 
She is conscious and will be able to receive Holy Communion. I’lk 
accompany you to the place and bring you home again.” 
Father McMullen invited the young man into the parlor to wait 
while he secured the Blessed Sacrament and the Holy Oils, and in 
a few moments they were on their way to the home of the dying 
person. After walking many blocks, they arrived at a large house 
which the young man said was their destination. Opening the door 
he led the priest up three flights of steps to a corner room. Father 
MeMullen entered, while his companion remained outside in the hall. 
A quick glance around the room showed the priest that every- 
thing was clean and neatly arranged, and that all the necessary prep- 
arations had been made for the sick call. He heard the confession 
of the sick girl and then called in his companion who recited the 
“Confiteor’’ and answered the prayers as Holy Communion was 
administered. During all this time the priest noticed that the sick 
person did not at all seem in imminent danger of death, as the young 
man had led him to believe. However, at the latter’s urgent request, 
and in order to be on the safe side, the priest administered Extreme 
Unction. Then he prepared to go. But again the young man 
interfered. 
“Father,” he urged, “please stay and say the prayers for the 
dying.” 
At this, Father McMullen became somewhat vexed. He, an ex- 
perienced priest, need not be reminded of his duty by this young man. 
Moreover, the sick girl did not appear to be at the point of death. 
However, he yielded to the urging. Kneeling at the bedside, with the 
young man making the proper responses, he recited the beautiful 
prayers of the Church for a departing soul. Scarcely had he finished 
when, to his intense surprise, the girl suddenly gasped for breath and 
in a few moments was dead. Then indeed Father McMullen was 
happy to have yielded to the young man’s wishes. They knelt beside 
the girl’s body for some moments in silent prayer for the repose of 
her soul; then the priest rose to return home. Again the young man 
= accompanied him. 
QoS asi They had gone only a few blocks along the deserted streets when 
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the priest was greeted by a policeman with whom he was acquainted. 

“Why, Father Mac,”’ said the policeman, ‘‘what on earth are you 
doing on the streets at this hour of the night, in this part of the 
city and alone?” 

“T’ve been on a sick call to a poor young girl who has just died,” 
replied the priest. ‘‘And besides, I have not been alone. This young 
man has accompanied me.” 

“What young man?” inquired the officer. 

The priest turned and was amazed to find his companion had 
disappeared. ‘‘Well, that’s strange,’’ he exclaimed. “A fine young 
fellow called for me and was just now taking me back home. He was 
with me till just this moment.” 

“Father,’”’ said the policeman, ‘“‘you must have been dreaming. I 
saw you coming when you were a block away, and not a soul was 
with you. Where did this sick person live?” 

The priest mentioned the street and number of the house. ‘Good 
heavens, Father! You don’t mean to say you were in that place! 
Why, it’s a den of infamy. We must look into this — if there is really 
someone dead there. Will you go back with me, Father?” 

The policeman blew his whistle and was soon joined by two more 
bluecoats. After a few words of explanation to the newcomers, the 
little party made their way back to the house the priest had left just 
a short time before. The policeman opened the door and they walked 
in. Father McMullen could scarcely believe his ears and eyes. The 
place was a veritable inferno. On every side were signs of drunken- 
ness and debauchery. The police inquired as to the identity of the 
dead person, but were assured that there was no one sick or dead 
in the house. 

By this time Father McMullen had begun to fear that he had 
brought the men to the wrong house, but at their suggestion he led 
the way up the stairs to the corner room. He opened the door. Again 
he could scarcely believe his senses. The room was unspeakably 
squalid. But there on a miserable bed in the corner, covered with 
filthy rags, lay the body of the girl whom he had prepared for death 
only a short time before. 

The police secured what information they could concerning the 
dead girl, and once more the priest left the house, this time scarcely 
able to speak for wonder and astonishment. When he had been at 
the place the first time he had not seen a soul nor heard a sound, nor 
did it appear that anyone had seen him. It all seemed like a dream — 
only there on the wretched bed in the corner room lay the body of 
the dead girl. 

The policemen returned to their beats and the priest to his home. 
But the remembrance of that night never left him. In after years, 
the Bishop often related the story. ‘‘My only explanation,” he used 
to say, “is that the young man was the poor girl’s Guardian Angel and 
that he arranged everything.” Doubtless this girl had preserved a 
devotion to her Guardian Angel even in her dissipated life, and had 
thus been singularly rewarded by his assistance at her hour of death. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 
Little Lovers’ League 


NCE again the month of September greets us, with its 

balmy days bringing the first hint of fall. But Sep- 
tember brings school days, too, doesn’t it? Perhaps 
for that reason, some of you do not like it so well. 
September also brings a thought of the holy Angels, 
for it is the month devoted to their honor by Holy 
Church. We hope all of you are really devoted to 
your dear Angel Guardian; that you never let a day or night pass 
without greeting him and asking him to help you, and that you often 
thank him for all he does for you. 

Perhaps you would like to hear some little stories about the 
Guardian Angels. There are many we could tell you, but for this 
time, we shall just give two. This first one is about a little girl. There 
was a happy family living on the outskirts of one of our large cities. 
The mother and her little five-year-old daughter had great devotion 
to the holy Angels. Dear little Rose had been taught to recite often 
the little prayer: “Angel of God, my Guardian dear” —etc. Every 
time she left her home, she always asked her Guardian Angel to go 
with her and to take care of her. 

One day, shortly after sunset, when it was growing dusk, Rose 
was playing outside the house, while her mother was inside preparing 
supper. Suddenly the mother felt someone pulling at her skirt. . She 
thought it was Rose, and turned around to speak to her. To her 
surprise, she saw no one, so she went on with her work. Again she felt 
two strong pulls on her dress. She looked around a second time, but 
saw nobody. Now she began to feel that something must be wrong, 
so she went outside to see where Rose was. 

Just as she opened the door, she gave a frightful scream. Her 
neighbors hearing the cry came rushing out of their houses, to find 
out what was wrong. Why did the mother scream? Because she saw 
a kidnapper picking up little Rose. He was just starting to run away 
with her in his arms. But when he saw the neighbors come rushing 
out of their houses, he dropped the child and ran as fast as he could, 
to get away before anyone caught him. Little Rose ran to her mother, 
who carried her quickly into the house. Then they both knelt down 
and thanked the good Guardian Angel for his protection. The 
mother felt certain that it was Rose’s Guardian Angel who had pulled 
her skirt to attract her attention to her little girl’s danger. Don’t 
you think so too? 
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The other story is about little Nicky. His name was Nicholas, 
but they called him Nicky for short. When he was about three years 
old, Nicky always wanted to go along with his father to work. His 
father had charge of a wood-yard in which were many long and very 
high piles of wood. One 
\ day his father was piling 
¥ some wood, and of course 
A little Nicky was close by. 
¥ He ran up to the pile where 
\ his father was working. Just 
¥ then the wood started to 
slide, and before the father 
¥ could take him out of the 
way, the greater part of the 
¥ pile had fallen on Nicky. 
The little fellow did not cry 
¥ out, but seemed so still, his 
© father thought he must be 
dead. The father pulled the 
x wood off Nicky as fast as 
he could, and when the last 
k pieces were pulled away, 

the little fellow jumped up. 
k He looked a little scared 


Beautiful Angel, and then ran to his mother 
My Guardian so mild, \ who had come just as the 
Tenderly guard me wood was falling. She 
For I am thy child! asked him if he was hurt. 


¥ He said “No.” Then they 
took him to the house to 
examine him. They thought some of his bones might be broken. 
Little Nicky was not hurt in the least. This happened on the 2nd of 
October, which, you know, is the Feast of the Guardian Angels. 
When Nicky felt. the wood falling on him, he asked his good Angel 
to take care of him. And his Guardian Angel surely did, for the 
heavy wood falling on such a small boy would otherwise have 
crushed him. After that, little Nicky was even more devoted to his 
good Angel. Don’t you think you would be, too? 


Practice for September— Try to show special devotion to your 
Guardian Angel by reciting the aspiration each morning and evening, 
and often thanking him for his good care of you. Also try to receive 
Holy Communion once or twice in his honor. 
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Aspiration: — Angel of God, my Guardian dear, 
To whom His love commits me here, 
Ever this day (or night) be at my side, 
To light, to guard, to rule, to guide. 


We are happy to tell you that five more of our dear Little 
Lovers guessed the correct saint in the story contest for July. Their 
letters came too late for their names to be printed in last month’s 
issue. They are: Rose Mary Rockenhaus, of Scranton, Arkansas; 
Lucille Ney, of Hanston, Kansas; Juanita Daly, of Monroe, Mich- 
igan; and Mary and James Carol of Park View, Old Castle, Ireland. 
We were very happy to receive their letters and we hope they 
will continue their interest in the contests, which will commence again 


next month. If any of you have good syggestions for some interesting 
contests, why not write and tell us? 
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The Mission Intention for September 


“That Orphan Asylums in the Missions may be 
Increased in Number.” 


ONDITIONS in mission countries are very different from those 
e in our own country. Here, parents as a rule are able to rear 

their children properly in their own homes. But in mission 
lands, the destitute father and mother usually live in a miserable 
hovel where sanitation is unheard of, food is scarce and of the most 
inferior quality. Tiny babes, unwanted by such destitute parents, 
find in the orphanage a haven of charity, faith and hope. Their 
frail bodies having been washed, clothed and fed, their souls are 
next cleansed by the saving waters of baptism. Then dawns their 
day of hope. Sick or well, blind, lame or dumb, they are trained to 
become useful members of society and heirs of heaven. 

Needless to say, the upkeep and management of these orphanages 
involves many complex problems. Is it any wonder, therefore, that 
the Holy Father asks prayers for the orphanages? With the present 
crisis in China, the cholera epidemic in India, malaria and sleeping 
sickness in Africa, and the malignant ills of Oceanica, Pope Pius XI 

/ begs his beloved children in America to ask the omnipotent God that 
orphanages may be increased in mission lands. 


Serene 
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A Book Children Will Love 
BOY HEROES 


Our New 10 cent Booklet 


HIS appealing booklet gives the out- 

standing events in the lives of Tonio 

Martinez, of Santander, Spain (died 
1929),—-and of Andrew de Thaye, of 
Charleroi, Belgium (died 1926), — two BOY 
HEROES of our own day. It is written for 
children from the ages of eight years upward; 
the presentation, however, is such as to make 
it interesting and edifying also for adults. 
Teaching Sisters and Mothers will welcome it 
and find in it many hints for the training of those under their 
care. 





A beautiful and artistic cover design, with sketches, poems 
and large type of print make the book delightful to children. 
ORDER NOW your copy of this excellent pamphlet. 10¢ each; 


reduction for quantities. 
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Ai Book Chat Has Helped The 
its many readers. It will help you, too, reasu res 


to a better understanding of the Mass. of the 

The explanation it gives is thorough, 

yet very simple and clear. Excellent 4 Mass ‘ 
for religious instruction in the clase- [| si 

room, for study club work, for wi, 
converts. 
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Attractive corduroy-finish paper 
binding; 128 pages with many liturgi- 
cal illustrations; 25¢ each. 
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Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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"Neath St. Michael's Shield 


Our New Booklet to Honor the 
Great and Powerful 
ST. MICHAEL 











AINT MICHAEL is the victorious leader of the heavenly 
hosts, and the unfailing champion of souls on earth. What 
devotion could be better suited to our times than veneration 

of the glorious prince of heaven whom God Himself has chosen 
as the defender of the Church and of souls? As St. Michael led 


the angels to victory, so will he help us to triumph over our 


invisible enemies. 


READ OUR NEW BOOKLET, entitled as above, which 
explains the glory of St. Michael, his power in heaven and on 
earth. It likewise contains the Mass of the Dedication of Saint 
Michael, and many prayers) READY ABOUT SEPTEMBER 
29, feast of the Dedication of St. Michael. 64 pages; 10¢ each; 


reduction for quantities. 


Heaven Comes to Earth! 
¥ ES, the heavenly hosts are truly walking the ways of earth 


with mankind. The Guardian Angels are powerful princes 
in the celestial court, yet they willingly associate with and 
protect the children of men. 


READ our booklet — OUR HEAVENLY COMPANIONS. 
It will help you to understand and appreciate the inestimable 
(reasure you possess in your Guardian Angel. Especially in 
these troubled times should this devotion be fostered and 
e1.souraged. The booklet contains a wealth of information, with 
the Mass of the Guardian Angels and many other prayers. 10¢ 
each; reduction fer quantities. 


Postage extra on all our publications. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





